NOMINATION FOR LANDMARK DESIGNATION
PHILEMON LIBBY MITCHELL HOUSE
1131 Second Avenue
Rock Island, Iilinois

(Currently known as the Nicholson Funeral Home)

LEGAL DESCRIPTION

Lot 10, Block 6, Old Town, Rock Island, Tllinois, Northwest one quarter (1/4) of Section Thirty-
five (35), Township Eighteen (18) North, Range Two (2) West of the Fourth (4th) Principal
Meridian.

NOMINATION CRITERIA
(2) Associated with an important person or event in national, state or local history.

(3)  Representative of the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural and / or landscape
type inherently valuable for the study of a period, style, craftsmanship, method of
construction and / or use of indigenous materials and which retains a high degree of

integrity.

(5) Identifiable as an established and familiar visual feature in the community owing to its
unique location or physical characteristics.
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HISTORY OF PROPERTY

After the treaty between the United States government and Chief Black Hawk was signed on 21
September 1832, transferring all remaining Sauk and Mesquakie land on both sides of the
Mississippi River to the government, white colonization began to intensify. A small village called
Farnsworth on the Illinois side was established in 1833. It became part of the new town of
Stephenson in 1835 when Rock Island County purchased land for a county seat. The community
had a newspaper and 600 inhabitants by 1839.

William H. Smith and his wife, Ellen, of St. Louis purchased Lots 1 and 10 in Block 6 of
Stephenson on 11 January 1837. The county commissioners, John S. Miller, John W. Spencer
and Lucius Wells, received $255.00 for the land. Stephenson was renamed Rock Island in 1841

The lots changed hands on 18 June 1847 when the deed was given to Napoleon Bonaparte
Buford and his wife, Sarah Ann, for $300.00. Napoleon Buford was a son of Colonel John
Buford, who settled in Rock Island in 1838. His store on the levee was the town's first. N. B.
Buford expanded the business to include a pork packing plant and later opened an iron foundry
located at what is now First Street and Sixteenth Avenue.

The Rock Island City Directory of 1856 gives a list of streets running south from the river and
west of Eagle (Seventeenth Street) as Buffalo, Elk, Deer, Beaver and Otter (Twelfth Street).
Running parallel with the river, from east to west, are Water, Illinois (Second Avenue), Orleans,
and Rock River. This directory locates the house of Philemon Libby Mitchell at west Eagle
corner of Illinois - now Seventeenth Street and Second Avenue.

On 8 January 1857, a deed for only Lot 10, Block 6 on the town plat of Stephenson, now Rock
Island, described as the northwest one quarter of Section Thirty - five, Township Eighteen North,
Range 2 West of the Principal Meridian, was granted to Philemon L. Mitchell for $2500.00 by the
Bufords.

There are listings for P. L. Mitchell and Mitchell & Cable Bankers in the 1858/1859 city directory
for Rock Island. Mitchell's house at the corner of Otter and Illinois (Twelfth Street and Second
Avenue) and the firm located at northeast corner of Illinois and Eagle Streets ( Second Avenue
and Seventeenth Street).

In the city directory of 1876, the address of P. L. Mitchell was given as 114 West Iilinois (Twelfth
Street) and the banking firm was at the Mitchell and Lynde Block on Illinois between east and
west Eagle Streets. The address of 1131 Second Avenue is first shown in the city directory of
1878/1881. Mitchell & Lynde are listed as general bankers and established in 1856.



HISTORY OF PROPERTY (Continued)

In 1847, the two lots, Numbers 1 and 10, were sold for $300.00. When P. L. Mitchell purchased
only Lot 10 in 1857 for $2500.00, it is reasonable to assume there was a structure on the parcel.
The city directory indicates P. L. Mitchell was living at the corner of Twelfth Street and Second
Avenue in 1858. A photograph identified as being from 1867 "when the house was ten years old"
was published in the Rock Island Argus in 1941. It can reasonably be stated that the structure at
1131 Second Avenue was built between 1856 and 1858. The architect and builder are unknown.

Prior to the death of P. L. Mitchell in 1895, his daughter, Mary Hall Mitchell Wadsworth and her
husband, Henry T. Wadsworth, lived at 1131 Second Avenue with Mr. Mitchell. In the 1882 city
directory she is listed at the residence as a widow. Mr. Wadsworth died in 1872.

Henry T. Wadsworth and his brother, William C. Wadsworth owned Wadsworth & Company.
They were "Dealers in Fancy and Simple Dry Goods, Carpets, Oil-Cloths, Mattings, Rugs, Etc.,
Etc." and located on the north side of Illinois Street (Second Avenue) near Buffalo Street
(Sixteenth Street).

The property remained in the Mitchell family until a warranty deed was given to Arzo M. Record
by Mary Hall Mitchell Wadsworth for consideration of $1.00 on 8 October 1917. In turn, on the
same date, Mrs. Wadsworth held a mortgage for $5,500.00 from A. M. Record.

Arzo Record lived at the house until his death on 6 May 1922. His daughter, Blanche B., who
became an osteopath, continued to live there with her sister, Nellie Wise, until 1961.

On 31 January 1961, Blanche B. Record sold the property to George S. and Alysine S. Nicholson.

Mr. Nicholson died Sunday, 5 December 1982. He was the owner and founder of Nicholson
Funeral Home. It was opened first in Davenport in 1948. The Rock Island branch was opened in
1957. The Rock Island establishment was originally at 914 Second Avenue, moving to 1131
Second Avenue in 1961. Mr. Nicholson was a licensed embalmer as well as a funeral director.
Alysine Stuart Nicholson, his wife, was also licensed as a funeral director.

At death Mr. Nicholson was survived by his wife, two daughters, Dr. Wylmarie Sykes and
Victoria Anders. Also surviving were six grandchildren, three sisters and seven brothers.

Alysine S. Nicholson on 17 August 1992 gave a Quit Claim deed to Wylmarie N. Sykes, et al.
This is the latest transaction on Lot 10, Block 6, Old Town, Rock Island. Alysine Stuart
Nicholson died May 7, 1994 in Maywood, Illinois at the age of 78.

Alysine's grandson, Tony Slaughter, and his wife Dianne, currently reside at the house and are
continuing the funeral home business.
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PHILEMON LIBBY MITCHELL

It was Wednesday, 23 January 1895 when P. L. Mitchell died at his home, 1131 Second Avenue.
Heavy crepe was hung on the doors of the banking house he had founded to notify the
community that his life had ended. The First National Bank of Rock Island bank paid final tribute
by closing the day of the funeral. The funeral was held at his home.

Philemon Libby Mitchell had been born in Limington, Maine on 16 October 1812, the fifth of six
children. His parents were Isaac and Martha Libby Mitchell. His mother, as a child, came from
Ireland with her parents and his father was born in Maine. Isaac was a general merchant in
Limington. Philemon left school and from the age of 13 to 16, he clerked in the post office and
the country store. Then, for five years he worked as a clerk in a wholesale house in Exeter, New
Hampshire. From New Hampshire he went to Georgetown, Kentucky, where he went into the
mercantile business for himself. He continued this work until 1851 when he went into banking as
a cashier at a branch of the Farmer's Bank of Kentucky. Every state in the Union recognized that
a note from this bank was equal to gold. He resigned from the Farmer's Bank in 1856 and with
Philander L. Cable came to Rock Island. They bought an existing banking firm and this was the
beginning of Mitchell & Cable. Cornelius Lynde bought Cable's interest four years later. Thence,
the establishment of Mitchell and Lynde.

It was reported that the Mitchell family freed their slaves when they left Kentucky, bringing along
servants who elected to remain with them. One, a houseman named Jackson, was said to have
painted and varnished the woodwork inside the Mitchell home.

The First National Bank of Rock Island, charter #108, "among the earliest of the national banks to
be in operation in the United States", was organized in 1863 by Mr. Mitchell and P. L. Cable.

The former served as president until the bank merged with the Mitchell & Lynde Bank in 1890.
Mr. Mitchell was also "largely instrumental” in the organization of the Rock Island Savings Bank.
The Rock Island Savings Bank was the first savings bank and also the first state bank to be
organized in the county. Philemon Mitchell served as its president from its opening on 8 July
1890 to his death. His son, Phil Mitchell, joined his father at Mitchell & Lynde at the age of
fifteen, becoming cashier of Mitchell & Lynde in 1873 and eventually handled the "active
management of [the banks'] details" while Philemon closely supervised the affairs of the banks.

Philemon Mitchell was involved in a greater or lesser degree in many commercial and
manufacturing companies in Rock Island. Among them were the Rock Island Plow Works (as
president), Rock Island Buggy Company, and the Rock Island Children's Carriage Works. He
organized the Rock Island Stove Company and the Rock Island Glass Works, both of which were
later run by his son Phil. Philemon was also one of the chief stockholders in the Moline and Rock
Island Horse Railway, later the Davenport and Rock Island Street Railway System. In addition he
was one of the principal owners of Chippiannock Cemetery.



PHILEMON L. MITCHELL (Continued)

"Politically he was originally a Whig but he had been a Republican since the formation of that
party." He never ran for public office.

Catherine Hall married Philemon Libby Mitchell on 11 October 1837 in Exeter, New Hampshire.
She died on 4 October 1868 in a driving accident in Davenport.

They had five children, Mrs. W. C. Wadsworth (Annie M.), Mrs. Henry T. Wadsworth (Mary
Hall), Mrs. Henry S. Fraser (Kate M.), Mrs. Charles Shaler (Laura M. who died in 1877) and Phil
Mitchell.

Mary Hall Mitchell was born 4 August 1841 in Georgetown, Kentucky. She married Henry T.
Wadsworth in 1865. Anne married Henry's brother W. C. Wadsworth. Kate married Henry S.
Fraser and lived in Indianapolis, Indiana. Phil Mitchell was born 30 November 1846 in Kentucky.
he married Ella Judd 24 October 1877. Mary Hall Wadsworth died on 28 December 1930. Anne
died in 1919. Phil died 6 November 1928.
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BANKING

In 1856 Cook, Sargent & Parker sold the banking house they had established in 1852 to Mitchell
& Cable.

Mr. Mitchell and his partner, Mr. Cable, purchased the assets and the building of the Rock Island
Bank in 1858. On 1 July of 1860 ownership of the bank was transferred to the partnership of
Mitchell & Lynde.

When the Civil War began, P. L. Mitchell had a wide-ranging reputation for scrupulous integrity,
acknowledged financial strength and business acumen. In 1861 Mitchell and Lynde bought the
Rock Island Bank and its building, making their firm the only bank in the city until 1863. In 1885,
Mitchell and Lynde were considered one of the strongest banking firms in the state. Judge
Comelius Lynde managed the firms and Mr. Mitchell gave his attention to the First National
Bank, of which he was president..

The First National Bank of Rock Island was organized 3 November 1863 with capital of
$100,000.00 and individual deposits of $186,176.00. Officers were: P. L. Mitchell, president;
James M. Buford, cashier; Charles Mixter, collector; and directors P. L. Mitchell, George Mixter,
Cornelius Lynde, John Warner and James M. Buford. The book keeper was Charles E. Hawley.
The bank began business at the corner of Second Avenue and Sixteenth Street and continued
there until 1876. It then moved to the northwest corner of Second Avenue and Eighteenth Street.

P. L. Mitchell's reputation led to his appointment by the New York banking institution of Jay,
Cook & Company, the financial rock of America at the time, to act as their agent. In this capacity
he placed over $1,000,000.00 worth of United States Government Bonds. According to_Historic
Rock Island County, published in 1908, the million dollars in "today's financial world would be
worth 25 to 50 times more."

In 1905 Mitchell & Lynde became the State Bank of Rock Island with Phil Mitchell as its first
president, serving until his retirement in 1927.
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PHILANDER L. CABLE

When Philander L. Cable and Philemon L. Mitchell arrived in Rock Island in 1856 with their
$80,000.00, they purchased the banking house of Cook, Sargent & Parker which was located in
the old Post Office Block at Seventeenth Street and Second Avenue.

The panic of 1857 hit banks in Rock Island County hard, reducing the four banks in the city to
one bank, and those in the county to only two, Mitchell & Cable in Rock Island and Gould,
Dimock & Co. in Moline. Mr. Cable and his partner, Mr. Mitchell, actually prospered during the
panic of 1857 due to their astuteness and foresight. In the following years the Democratic party
ruptured and the election of a Republican president followed by secession and a civil war was
almost assured. Their assets were cautiously converted into gold.

After selling his interest in the Mitchell & Cable firm in 1860 to Cornelius Lynde, Mr. Cable's
interests turned to coal mining, an industry which had begun to thrive in Rock Island County.
The year 1863 saw Philander Cable as the sole owner of all the bonds for the Rock Island &
Peoria Railroad as well as owner of the Coal Valley Mining Company. The Chicago, Rock Island
and Pacific Railroad, chartered in 1866, caught his interest as well. Shortly, he began buying
stock in this railroad as well. He was a director of Canada Southern Railroad and became
president of the company in 1876.

Philander Cable was known in Rock Island for his generosity. He gave Rock Island "one of the
most complete waterworks to be found in the western country." And when construction stopped
on Augustana College's Old Main because of lack of funds, he donated $25,000.00 for completion
of the structure.

In failing health after a crippling fall from his coach in Denver, Colorado, he retired to his
residence in San Antonio, Texas. He died there on 22 May 1886 at the age of 68.
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CORNELIUS LYNDE

Judge Lynde first came to Rock Island in 1844 from Vermont. He entered business at an early
age as clerk and bookkeeper in his father's general store and afterwards employed by others in the
same line of work. At the age of 16 he was elected clerk of the probate court in Lamoille County,
Vermont. In Rock Island he clerked for some ten months for the firm of Ainsworth and Lynde,
his uncle. He then returned to Vermont and after four years returned permanently to Rock Island.

In 1858, Mr. Lynde sold out to his partner and after keeping books for P. L. Cable for a short
time bought Mr. Cable's interest in the Mitchell & Cable banking house. He was elected probate
judge in 1857 and served the entire term. He was president of the Rock Island & Peoria Railroad,
a director of the Burlington, Cedar Rapids & Northern Railroad, and a stockholder in the
Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Railroad. He also had interests in the Rock Island Stove
Company and the Rock Island Glass Works and served as treasurer for years on the board of
education. He died at his residence on 6 September 1888.
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CHIPPIANNOCK CEMETERY

The board of directors who served the voluntary association continued in office after the
cemetery's charter was granted. P. L. Mitchell and Judge Cornelius Lynde were charter members
of Chippiannock Cemetery Association since its inception in 1855. After the association was
chartered, vacancies on the board were filled exclusively by the founders and their descendants.
Philemon L. Mitchell was elected secretary in 1860, serving until his death, his son Phil Mitchell in
1895, Mrs. Mary Hall Wadsworth, his daughter, in 1906, Robert C. Mitchell, Leon W. Mitchell
and Ardo W. Mitchell, grandsons, served respectively in 1928, 1929 and 1931. P. L. Mitchell
served as secretary from 1860 to 1895. The executive management was given alternately to the
president and to the secretary.

A small article in the 23 May 1855 edition of the Rock Islander noted the name of the new
cemetery as Chippiannock, an Indian phrase meaning "city of the dead". The cemetery covered
sixty-two acres located a mile and a half from the city. It was the intention of the cemetery
company to spend at least $6,000.00 to improve the grounds.

The Rock Island Argus of 12 September 1857 had a notice that plots were for sale in
Chippiannock Cemetery of any size, 300 feet and upwards. Lots for single interments were also
available. The cemetery was prepared to make removals from other grounds at reasonable rates
to those purchasing lots.

P. L. Mitchell, secretary and treasurer of the association, reported that up to 1 December 1884,
752 lots had been sold and 3,479 interments had been registered. Over $30,000.00 had been
spent for the purchase and improvements.

Philemon Mitchell's obituary cites him as, "taking special pride in beautifying and improving" the

cemetary. The cemetery association 's tribute credited Mitchell with the cemetery's condition,
"largely the result of his inspiration, enthusiasm and tireless devotion".
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CHRISTIAN CHURCH

The Christian Church of Rock Island was organized on 23 March 1868. Among the small nucleus
of fifteen founding members was Philemon L. Mitchell. The congregation first met in a small
frame house on Twentieth Street between Fifth and Sixth Avenues. Soon after the organization
of the church the congregation began meeting at a hall in Mitchell & Lynde's Block on
Seventeenth Street north of Second Avenue.

In October of 1870 Mr. Mitchell purchased and equipped the building located on the northeast
corner of Third Avenue and Fifteenth Street - the now vacant former First Baptist Church - and
also charged no rent. Mr. Mitchell erected a tower and made other modifications on the church
before presenting it to the Christian congregation as a place of worship. By 1885 there were
some 75 members. In 1891 the church was given clear title to the building. Before his death
Philemon gave the congregation a deed for the forty foot lot adjoining the church on the north
(the corner of Fifteenth Street and Second Avenue). In 1894 funds began to be raised for the
building of a new, larger church.

At Philemon's death the church passed a resolution stating , "That in his departure this community
loses one of the most respected and exemplary citizens and we, a Benefactor who was ever
faithful to the Cause of Christ and to this Church...". According to the present pastor of the
church, Reverend Kurt Johansen, " The church was Philemon's first love. Banking came a distant
second.”

In April 1896 Mrs. Mary Hall Wadsworth donated the funds for a new church building in
memory of her father, Philemon Mitchell. She would provide the cost of building the church if
the church raised money for furnishing it and used the hall only for church functions. In
recognition of her father's service and dedication to the congregation the church board renamed
The Rock Island Christian Church the Memorial Christian Church of Rock Island. Architects
Brainard and Holsman of Chicago designed the building. John Volk and Co. of Rock Island,
built the church. The cornerstone was laid on 2 July 1896 and the building was completed in late
December of the same year. Complete with furnishings, fixtures and landscaping the cost of the
structure was estimated at about $20,000. The sanctuary of the new church at 217 Fifteenth
Street was officially dedicated on 3 January 1897.

Other members of Mitchell's family also donated furnishings for the new church. His son-in-law,
W.H. Wadsworth, donated the pulpit, while his grandson, Will, donated a large hall lamp of
artistic design for the main vestibule. The gallery which extends around three sides of the
sanctuary was presented by his daughter Anna Wadsworth. His other daughter (Mrs H. S.
Fraser) presented the church with an organ manufactured by the Kimball Company of Chicago.
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CHRISTIAN CHURCH (Continued)

The Mitchell children together presented the church with a memorial window to their parents,
Philemon and Catherine Hall Mitchell, which takes up a large part of the north wall of the

sanctuary.

Mary Hall Wadsworth was herself very involved in the church. She was for many years Primary
Superintendent of the Bible School, retiring in 1920 due to poor health. She died on 28
December 1930. On the east wall are memorial windows for Mary Hall Wadsworth (1841-1930)

& Anne Wadsworth (1838-1919).
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POST OFFICE

It was announced on 1 August 1872 that the Post Office Department had accepted the
proposition of Mitchell & Lynde for a new post office. The new building, on Eagle Street
(Seventeenth) would adjoin the present post office. Plans called for some 500 new post boxes
fitted with Yale patent locks and 1000 with glass fronts with "superior locks". The new rooms
would be 40 by 80 feet. A fire proof vault with double iron doors, a special money order and
registry department and a postmaster's room were also scheduled. The new structure was touted
to have "everything in good style" and would be one of the "most spacious and convenient post
offices in the country”. The lease would be for ten years at $1,000.00 per year. Mitchell & Lynde
would be supplying all the fixtures at a cost of about $4,000.00.
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ARCHITECTURE

The Philemon L. Mitchell house is in the Italianate style of architecture popular between 1840 and
1885. The main characteristics of Italianate architecture are two or three story (single story is
unusual); low pitched hipped (or sometimes gable) roof with widely overhanging eaves supported
by large brackets; narrow windows, usually with decorative crowns or lintels; often a cupola or
tower; and visually balanced facades.

This particular style almost controlled American houses built between 1850 and 1880, especially
in the expanding towns and cities of the Midwest. It was also very popular on both coasts. The
Italianate style and the related Second Empire style began to decline with the financial panic of
1873 and the following depression. Later in the decade when prosperity resumed, the Queen
Anne style became prominent. '

The brick for this structure came from the Atkinson Brickyard which was started by Christopher
Atkinson in 1850. A native of England, he opened the six acre yard on the east side of Cemetery
Road (Now Twelfth Street). Over six million bricks were made at this location where the clay
surface was some thirteen feet deep. Some of the other Rock Island buildings built of bricks from
the Atkinson yard are the Buford Block, Rock Island Plow Works and the residences of Ben
Harper and Charles Cable.

The Mitchell house began as a simple rectangular plan Italianate house with a low pitched hipped
roof with over hanging eaves supported by large brackets. There are five openings on the
Mitchell house's front facade, rather than the more common three opening facades often found on
Ttalianate structures. The windows are narrow with triangular pediments over them.
Approximately one-third of Italianate houses fit this particular subtype. Originally there were four
brick interior corbeled chimneys. The structure rests on a cut stone block foundation.

The square tower centered on the front facade of the Mitchell house is an architectural feature
only occasionally found on Italianate structures.. About fifteen percent of Italianate structures
have some sort of tower. It is more common for Italianate houses to have the tower placed
where the wing joins the main section of an L-shaped house. The tower is not original to the
house, but was added sometime between 1867 and 1886. The square tower is a feature of the
Italian Villa style. The Mitchell house's tower has narrow paired windows with arched tops and
vertical louvres below, but the tall cloister vault roof line is atypical, more characteristic of French
Second Empire design, which was popular from 1860 to 1880, around the time the tower was
added. The tower roof is supported by brackets which are similar to those on the main house.
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ARCHITECTURE (continued)

The cornice line of the tower has been decorated with a quatrefoil design made by staggering
three courses of the brick used. Areas between the modillions on the main building have been
edged with moulding,

A photograph of the house identified as having been taken in when the house was ten years old
(ca. 1867) shows a typical Italianate small entry porch of single story height in the center of the
facade and two larger but similar porches on the east side at the north and south ends. The
windows in this photograph appear to be two lights over two and not the one over one windows
which are present now. The Sanborn Fire Insurance Map for Rock Island, dated 1886, shows the
three story tower. The double front entrance doors currently have single lights in the upper
panels. This was probably done after the Nicholsons purchased the house in 1961. No lights are
mentioned in the 1951 description of the entryway.

The west side of the structure has stucco over the brick. All the windows on that wall
with the exception of one off center on the second story have been covered over or removed.
The remaining window is missing most of its pedimented crown. There had been two chimneys
on this elevation. The north one still exists but the south one has been removed at the roof line.
This is the only side of the structure covered with stucco, the others are merely painted white. A
photograph from a 1980 article shows the tower with paint only on the trim, not the main walls
which were left unpainted.

Because of a two story wood and brick addition to the building on the north side it is impossible
to see what if any remains of the exterior wall. The addition adjoins the southeast porch,
extending about two feet beyond, adjoining the carriage house. The small amount visible on the
east side is brick, which has been painted white. The west side of the addition is red brick below
and wood covered with vinyl or aluminum siding above. In the brick portion there are stained
glass windows in wood frames. Adjacent to the addition on the southeast, resting on a concrete
block foundation, is what we believe to be the original granary and / or carriage house which is
shown as a story and a half on the Sanborn Map of 1886 and as two story on the maps for 1892,
1898 and 1906. The original outbuilding as shown on the Sanborn maps is located at the south
edge of the alley which was taken, with most of the back yard, by the expressway in the 1960's. It
appears that the carriage house was moved from the rear of the lot to its current position at that
time. The walls of the structure are board and batten which extend above the roof line by over a
foot on the south elevation. This side also has a decorative cornice line interrupted by vertical
pieces of wood which have been shaped to extend above the roof. The north side has been
covered over in aluminum siding, but the board and batten remains intact underneath.

The northeast side porch appears to be original. It is one story with square columns and part of

the porch railing remaining. The southeast porch has been enclosed which makes it almost
impossible to see what remains of the original. The roof balustrade, however, remains intact.
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ARCHITECTURE (Continued)

The original fence around the yard has been replaced with an iron fence and the two horse head
hitching posts which were reported to have been on the property in 1951 have been removed..

Added to the hip roof at the north side is a shed roof. From a brief visit to the funeral home
several years ago, the writer vaguely recalls that the west rooms had been converted to one large
room with the north end ceiling taller than the remainder of the room. Recollection is that the

taller ceiling had some decorative feature and this part was the casket area while the rest of the
room was for the pews.
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INTERIOR

The following information about the interior of the Philemon L. Mitchell house was obtained from
an article published in The Rock Island Argus, 8 October 1951, written by Fern Davis.

Dr. Blanche B. Record and her sister, Mrs. Nellie Wise had lived in the house since their father,
Arzo M. Record, purchased it from Mary Hall Mitchell Wadsworth in October of 1917.

The house is described as consisting of nine rooms plus servants' quarters over the kitchen. It is
two story with an attic and a cupola which is not original to the house. The fence which was
installed when the house was built surrounded the property. A 32 foot by 80 foot coach house is
at the rear of the lot. It was constructed with vermin proof granaries, supply rooms and in the
upper story two large hay rooms with side delivery doors.

There is a central hall with large rooms on either side which have twelve and a half foot ceilings.
The front hall is entered through two sets of walnut doors. The exterior pair is plain wood and
the interior pair have art glass in many colors with blue being predominant. On one side of the
hall there is a parlor which runs the length of the house. It contains "twin 'horn of plenty' Italian
marble fireplaces". Yardage to drape the four north and south windows is given as 32 yards. The
interior shutters were still in place. The chandeliers were originally gas but have been converted
for electricity. There are some decorated copper fixtures with crystal shades. A frieze of grey,
cream and rose in alternating fruit and flower designs is attached to the wall with screws. The
frieze was installed by Mrs. Wadsworth after she saw something similar in a castle in Europe. A
large oil painting, a purchase of Mrs. Wadsworth, is also in the room.

On the other side of the hall is a sitting room which is less pretentious than the large parlor on the
opposite side. The doorways have overhanging ledges and other unusual features. The
woodwork throughout the house is walnut. Dr. Record mentioned a traveling painter who in
1922 told her the room was too drab and needed a bit of color. He painted delicate sprays of
yellow roses from the design "in his head" to the room, greatly pleasing Dr. Record. Mrs.
Wadsworth presented to the sisters a pair of cupids which had been a wedding present to her The
cupids sat over the doorway between this room and the dining room. The sitting room fireplace
surround is walnut with polished tile. The tile resembles "Mexican tile." There are alternating
squares with profiles of men. The sisters pointed out one and said "we call that one Whittier."

Behind the sitting room is the dining room. It may also be entered from the center hallway.
Robert C. Mitchell, a grandson, called the door at this entrance "the round door". Evidently,
because it is shaped to match the wall line. The floor in the dining room is parqueted with light
and dark boards. On the parlor floor is a border in the form of a Greek cross with the ends of the
arms extended at right angles - all in the same direction.
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INTERIOR (continued)

The kitchen had "built - ins", covered laundry tubs and a slate sink. This room had a metal
ceiling.

The stairway of 22 steps went to the large upstairs bedrooms. When electricity was installed in
the house, the fuse box was placed in the attic over the upstairs hall, but could only be reached by
a ladder. Later on, it was moved to a more convenient location. If one wished to go up into the
cupola, a ladder was needed.

The article concludes with a list of some of the notable persons who had been guests at the
Mitchell residence.
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SIGNIFICANCE

Philemon Libby Mitchell was prominent in the Rock Island community and in businesses from
banking to railroads. He was described in his obituary as, "One of Its [Rock Island's] Foremost
Citizens and Business Men". And as "public spirited, and always ready to help promote the city's
interests."

1131 Second Avenue is one of three structures associated with the Mitchell family which still
stand. Philemon'’s son Phil owned the house at 710 Twentieth Street -- commonly known as "The
Mitchell House". Philemon's grandson Ardo's family home is at 1718 Twenty-first Street.

The Philemon Libby Mitchell house at 1131 Second Avenue has been an established and familiar
visual feature in Old Town of Rock Island since 1857 -- one hundred and thirty-eight years. Its
location is probably more unique now than when it was built because of the absence of Old Town
residences and businesses. Second Avenue, originally Illinois Street, was brick, tree lined and the
address of many Rock Island merchants, bankers, lumber men and professional people. The
Judge Gest home, just across the street was built in 1851.

As the city spread south and east "up the hill" Second Avenue began decaying as did the rest of
the neighborhood. The Centennial Expressway in the 1960's added to the demise of the
neighborhood by demolishing First Avenue and many Victorian era homes, apartment buildings
and businesses.

The former residences of Mitchell, Gest, Schriver and Streckfus are reminiscent of what was once
a grand and elegant neighborhood during the early history of Rock Island.

The Argus, April 94
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