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ROCK ISLAND PRESERVATION COMMISSION

NOMINATION FOR
LANDMARK DESIGNATION

Case # Q\\" "“-L pate |7 Q] Time “’“)C AL

Common Street Address of Property: 536~ 2 3rd S

Name and Address of Property Owner: h) | LLIAM K. Mircidel &
2TY0 - ST AN, T .

Please attach a simple statement setting forth the reasomns for requesting
designation. Please refer to the criteria listed on the reverse side.
(These are excerpted from the Rock Island Preservation Ordinance.)

Name(s) and Address(es) of Applicant(s):

Signature - Name

Address . ] Telephor

1, Legal description of property (available from abstract or County
Recorder of Deeds office).

Map indicating location of property proposed for designation
(assistance available from Planning Division).

3, Recent photograph (copies of old photographs or drawings may also
be included).

4. 1Indicate whether or not the owner is aware of the proposed designa-
tion.
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I hereby nominate the property at 536- 23rd Street, commonly known as
the Beardsley House for landmark designation.

Although the original owner may well be considered significant, (since
he served as attorney general in Illinois and postmaster in Rock Island) th
house itself is significant.

There are few Civil War Era frame houses in this area still standing.
The Beardsley House unchanged physical presence reminds us of the age of
our town. Its unique construction of indigenous materials harkens back to
a day of pioneering individualists who built one of a kind homes. Viewing
such a building reminds us of where we came from and questions where we are
going today.

Unfortunately, these large works of art cannot be put in museums for
future generations to see. They must be first preserved by the owners and’
secondly protected by ordinance to insure their continued existence.

This building can be brought back to a beautiful home with the same
care and commitment previous owners have shown. *

Sumbitted May 1987
Evie White

I AAT

*Enclosed, please find the legal description, description of the pro-
perty, and newspaper article regarding efforts to preserve the building.
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53€ - 23RD STREET
BEARDSLEY HOUSE - CA 1875

MAJOR JAIES BEARDSLEY IS BELIEVED TO HAVE BUILT THIS HOUSE,

HE {iAY HAVE LIVED HERE FOR A FEW YEARS IN THE 1870'S. THE
ALVIN HULL FAMILY LIVED HERE FROM 1875 TO 1821, AFTER THE
TURN OF THE CENTURY IT WAS OWNED BY THE BASILIUS WINTER FAMILY
BEFORE IT WAS RENOVATED 'BY [1RS. HELEN KOHLHANFER A FEW YEARS
AGO, IT HAD BEEN USED AS A ROONING HOUSE.

ORIGINAL APPEARANCE: THE ONE STORY REAR PORTION WITH THE
GABLED ROGF IS BELIEVED TO BE THE OLDEST PART OF THE HOUSE,
PERHAPS DATING TO THE 1850'S. THE FRONT MANSARD ROCFED PORTICN,
WHICH IS BELIEVED TO DATE FROM THE 1870°S, HAS BEEN PARTIALLY
RESTORED TO ITS ORIGINAL APPEARANCE, FANCY TRIfl ATOP AND APPLIED
TO THE WINDOK FRAMES IS MISSING AND PENDANTS ORIGINALLY HUNG
FROM THE UNDER-ROOF BRACKETS. THE HONE HAD BEEM COVERED IN
IMITATION BRICK SIDING, BUT THIS HAS BEEN REFOVED TO THE
ORIGINAL CLAPBOARD, THE FRONT PORCH TS NOT ORIGINAL, BUT

DATES TO THE TURN OF THE CENTURY. THE ORIGINAL FRONT PORCH

WAS VERY TINY - SIMILAR PERKAPS, TO THE SMALLER ENTRIES ON THE
HOUSES FURTHER NORTH (516 AND 524).

STYLISTIC DETAILS: THIS IS ONE OF THE FEW MAKSARD-ROOFED
HOUSES IN THE CITY OF ROCK ISLAND. THERE ARE TWO DORMERS AT
THE REAR OF THE MAIN [ANSARD AND ONE WRICH PIERCES THE EAVE, ON
THE NORTH SIDE OF THE SHALLER HARSARD. BRACKETS IN PAIRS




DECORATE THE RUOF EDGE. HOLES AT THEIR OUTSIDE EDGE SHOW
WHERE PENDANTS WERE ONCE INSERTED. THE SIDE WIHDOW FRA'ES
HAVE A WIDE PORTION AT TOP AND BOTTOM AND THE WINDOWS HAVE A

2 OVER 2 PANE CONFIGURATION.

THE FRONT ENTRY HAS A ROUND-TOPPED TRAMSOM, WHICH PROBABLY

HAL SMALLER GLASS PANES IN A DESIGN ORIGINALLY, AND DOUBLE °
DOGRS WITH ROUND-TOPPEC WINDOWS AND OCTAGOWAL LOWER PANELS.
THE FRONT PORCH. KITH ITS TUSCAN COLUMNS ARD TURNED  SPINDLES,
DATES FROM THE TURN OF THE CENTURY. THE FLOOR IS OF UNUSUALLY
THICK BOARDS., THE FRONT AND SIDE SIDEWALKS ARE OF OLD ERICK
AND THE FOUNDATION IS OF CUT STONE. THE PRESENT BOARD AND BATTEN
SIDING OF THE REAR PORTION OF THE HOUSE IS NEWER, BUT MAY BE
HISTORICALLY ACCURATE. THE GABLED ROOF EXTENDS OVER THE OPEN
VERANDAH WHICH HAS NEWER TUSCAN STYLE COLUMNS. THERE'ARE TWO
DIFFERENT SIZED GABLED DORMERS, THE FOUNDATION HERE IS OF
IRREGULARLY SIZED STONES.

OTHER ARCHITECTURAL DETAILS:

BRACKETED SUN ROOM ON SOUTH SIDE OF 1 1/2 STORY MANSARD PART
OF HOUSE PROBABLY NOT ORIGINAL, BUT IS VERY OLD,

Tii0 ORIGINAL WIDE-TOPPED CHIMNEYS.

THO SMALLER WINDOWS ON NORTH SIDE PROBABLY RECENT ADDITIONS,

CLAPBCARD NARROW, BUT WIDER THAN THAT USED AROUND THE TURH OF

THE CENTURY.

RCCK ISLARD HISTORIC PRESERVATIGH ASSOCIATION



