
Memorandum  
Community and Economic Development Department  
To:   Rock Island City Council 
Subject:  Firehouse No. 5 Demolition  
Date:  February 3, 2023  

  

  
The Inspection Division received bids from five contractors for the demolition project, CED-ID 
20230119, otherwise known as Firehouse No. 5 in Douglas Park. The building is located at 901 
18th Avenue.  All bids were found to be responsive and responsible, and staff recommend that 
the lowest bidder be awarded the contract. A summary of the bids is as follows: 
 

Contractor 
Base Proposal 

Amount 
10% 

Contingency 
Max. Est. 

Total 

Valley Construction $72,500.00 $7,250.00 $79,750.00 

H. Coopman Trucking & Exc. $84,546.00   

Miller Trucking & Exc. $91,500.00   

Langman Construction $92,268.00   

Brandt Construction $120,000.00   

 
As the attached internal memo from August 2022 explains, the building has been in a blighted 
state for many years. It has also been determined eligible for listing on the National Register of 
Historic Places by the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO). Demolition of a historic 
building is never a desirable outcome. However, after years of researching alternatives, staff 
determined it was the only responsible option. Therefore, City staff negotiated a memorandum 
of agreement (MOA) with SHPO staff establishing a mitigation plan in accordance with the 
National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA). As described in the attached MOA, elements of the 
building will be salvaged and used to create an informational marker memorializing the building. 
The Friends of Douglas Park will work with the Parks & Recreation Department on the final 
design which will include the carved name block from the building’s front facade.  
 
Additionally, staff intend to go further than the MOA requires and salvage additional materials 
for use at other historic properties owned by the City like the Denkmann-Hauberg Estate. These 
special requirements, among others, are detailed as follows.  
 

1. All existing approaches shall remain damage free.  
2. All copper gutter material shall be removed from the building and remain on the 

construction site. 
3. The Firehouse 5 engraved limestone sign is required to be salvaged and remain on the 

construction site. 
4. One-hundred square feet of the exterior brick is required to be salvaged and remain on 

the construction site.  
5. Thirty linear feet of the bottom limestone trim is required to be salvaged and remain on 

the construction site.  
6. One-hundred square feet of the first-floor interior glazed brick is required to be salvaged 

and remain on the construction site.  
7. All vintage alarm lights and sirens are required to be salvaged and remain on the 

construction site.  
8. It is the responsibility of the contractor to notify the Inspection Division as soon as all 

salvaged material has been removed. 



9. All street patches are required to be brought up to the top of the pavement with 
compacted gravel until paving with the appropriate material is possible. All street 
patching is the responsibility of the contractor.  

10. A 5% retention will be held until the final grade and seed can be completed, along with 
street patch requirements. 

 
Finance Information:  
 

Vendor:   Valley Construction (00838)   
 
Payment Amount: $72,500.00 
  
Fund:  HUD 
Department: Community & Economic   
Cost Center: General Development 
Object Code: Building & Grounds 
Project: HUD Demolition 
Grant:  CDBG CY2023 
 
Requisition Number: R00  

 
Recommendation: 
 
The Community & Economic Development Department recommends that the City Council 
accept the bid from Valley Construction; approve a demolition contract not to exceed $79,750; 
and direct the City Manager to execute said contract subject to minor attorney modifications.  
 
Submitted by: Jerad Irvine, Building Official  
 Miles Brainard, Community & Economic Development Director   
  

  
Approved by:   Todd Thompson, City Manager 

 
 































































































































































































































Memorandum  
Community and Economic Development Department  
To:   Rock Island City Council 
Subject:  Fire House No. 5 in Douglas Park 
Date:  August 22, 2022  

  

  
In 2018, the Community & Economic Development Department was asked to help the Parks & 
Recreation Department pay for rehabilitation of Fire House No. 5 at the southwest corner of 
Douglas Park. The building had been slated for demolition in 2015 due to its blighted condition, 
but there was a desire by the community to save it so demolition was halted.  
 
CED and Parks retained Studio 483 Architects to prepare detailed architectural plans and cost 
estimates. The work would need to be done in two phases. CED allocated $150,000 of HUD-
CDBG funds to leverage a $75,000 grant that Parks had received from the Illinois Department of 
Commerce & Economic Opportunity (DCEO). The CDBG funds could help with the roof and 
other interior repairs. The DCEO funds could replace the heating system as well as pay to 
repair/rebuild the windows. The two departments hoped that pooling all of these funds would be 
enough to stabilize the envelope of the building and address the most important interior repairs. 
 
The State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) considers Fire House No. 5 to be a historic 
building. Use of CDBG and DCEO funding makes the project subject to the SHPO’s 
requirements, so its historic features must be maintained or restored. For example, the original 
roof was clay tile and so the SHPO requires that the existing roof be replaced with a clay tile 
roof or a roof made of composite materials that look like clay tile. This obviously increases 
overall cost of rehabilitation. Given these requirements, Studio 483 Architects estimated 
renovation to cost $576,083. Additionally, asbestos remediation is estimated to cost $43,840. 
The total cost for Phase I of the project is estimated to be $615,923. 
 
Phase II of the project would focus on making the building ADA accessible. For example, an 
elevator is required to access the second floor where the bathrooms are located. The cost for 
Phase II has not been estimated, but it is reasonable to think it would also be very expensive.  
 
Once the cost of rehabilitation was realized, CED and Parks returned to the option of demolition. 
That option would still require asbestos remediation which would cost the same as above. 
Demolition itself is estimated to cost $30,000. That brings the total estimated cost for this option 
to $73,840.  
 
The building is blighted, vacant, and located in an area of concentrated poverty. Neither 
department has the funding to rehabilitate it. Both departments agree that the most prudent and 
responsible course of action is to demolish Fire House No. 5 as soon as possible. If there is no 
objection, the two departments intend to bring this to the City Council for a vote in the near 
future.  
 
Submitted by: Miles Brainard, Community & Economic Development Director   
 John Gripp, Parks & Recreation Director 

 
 
 



 
1. View of the south and east building elevations looking from the southeast. 

 
2. View of the west and south building elevations looking from the southwest. 



 
3. View of the north and west building elevations looking from the northwest. 

 
4. View of the east and north building elevations looking from the northeast. 



 
5. Upper story interior showing sleeping quarters.  



 
6. Upper story interior showing top of hose drying shaft.  



 
7. Upper story interior showing hallway.  



 
8. Upper story interior showing kitchen.  

 



 
9. Upper story interior showing kitchen.  



 
10. Upper story interior showing bathroom. 



 
11. Upper story interior showing closet with roof failure.  



 
12. Interior stairwell wall. 



 
13. Lower story interior showing tiled walls and metal ceiling.  



 
14. Lower story interior showing where a fire pole used to be.  
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