Mobile Food Units Ordinance

How Do We Keep Food Trucks Truckin’ Along?
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Background

 What are Mobile Food Units (MFUs)?

— MFUs are food establishments that are mobile operating
at a remote location and returning to base of operations at
the end of business.

— Two types: food trucks (motorized) and food carts
(non-motorized).
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Why Regulate These?

MFUs are growing in popularity and becoming a notable QC attraction.

Other communities, including other QC neighbors, have recently
established MFU ordinances.

An ordinance gives the basis for licensing and general rules that promote
health, safety, and the public welfare.

MFU Considerations

Community Benefits Potential Issues

Lower startup costs for entrepreneurs Compatibility with neighboring land uses
Access to food in areas without nearby Competition with brick & mortar food
restaurants establishments

Pathway for brick & mortar expansion Consistency in licensing requirements for

all businesses

Partnerships between businesses



How are MFUs regulated in RI?

The City does not currently have a MFU ordinance.
At present, MFUs need a Food & Beverage permit.

Staff have drafted an ordinance that includes
definitions, permitting, and other basics.

Staff is seeking input on the following specifics:

9.

Timeframe

Locations

MFU Zones

o B

Alcohol Permits License Fees
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Time Requirements

No Operation Hours Length of Stay

Davenport 12:00 AM to 6:00 AM None
Bettendorf 2:00 AM to 6:00 AM None

Maximum of 6 consecutive
hours and minimum of 30
Moline 1:00 AM to 6:00 AM minutes in a given location.
Must wait 2 hours before
returning to same location.

Maximum of 8 consecutive
Rock Island (Proposed) 1:00 AM to 6:00 AM hours in a given location
within a 24 hour period.



Location Requirements

Distance To Food Distance To Distance To
City Service Intersections & Approved Special Zoning Areas
Establishment Bike Lanes Events
Davenport 200 feet 40 feet 1,200 feet None specified
Bettendorf None None None None specified
Moline 1 block face Alelil s None None specified

from sidewalk

Business Zones or

Rock Island '
200 feet 40 feet 200 feet adjacent to those
(proposed) zones if in public

right-of-way.



MFU Zones

* MFU Zones are designated areas that allow MFUs to operate
without the usual separation requirements from food service

establishments.
e Staff view MFU Zones as an opportunity to activate and increase
use of civic space.
* The draft ordinance establishes two MFU Zones:
— 1328 30" Street, the Pocket Park.

— 1719-21 2" Avenue, Arts Alley.

City Davenport Bettendorf Rock Island
(Proposed)

MFU Zones In Ordmance




Alcohol Sales

e Staff drafted ordinance
language to allow MFUs to
sell alcohol when associated
with a food establishment
in Rock Island that has a
liquor license and is in good
standing.

* Only allowed for special
events, basically catering.

° Davenport’ Bettendorf, and Clink Mobile Bar out of Peoria, IL.
Moline do not allow this.




Licensing Fees

Davenport None specified None specified
Bettendorf $250 None specified S75
Moline $100 None specified None specified
Rock Island $100 $75 $50

(Proposed)



Summary

* MFU definitions and regulations similar to
neighboring cities should be adopted.

* Food trucks and push carts should be treated
the same way.

* General approval of MFUs should be granted
to the City Manager.

* Allowing MFUs benefits the community.



Questions?



