Rock Island Preservation Commission
Preliminary Determination Committee Agenda
Remote Meeting: 617-675-4444, PIN: 778 498 320 4614#
July 22, 2020
4:00 PM
Notice: As part of his Executive Order in Response to Covid-19, #2020-07, section 6, Governor Pritzker
announced in part that “During the duration of the Gubernatorial Disaster Proclamation, the provisions
of the Open Meetings Act, 5ILCS 120, requiring or relating to in-person attendance by members of a
public body are suspended. Specifically, (1) the requirement in 5 ILCS 120/2.01 that ‘members of a
public body must be physically present’ is suspended; and (2) the conditions in 5 ILCS 120/7 limiting
when remote participation is permitted are suspended. Public bodies are encouraged to postpone
consideration of public business where possible.” On Friday, June 12, 2020, the Governor signed P.A.
100-640 (SB 2135) into law, amending the OMA to expressly authorize public bodies to meet remotely
without the otherwise required quorum present at the meeting place during a declared public health
disaster such as those related to COVID-19.

1. Call to Order and Roll Call

2.
3.
4.
5.

6.
7.

A. Voting Members
Linda Anderson
Addison Kimmel
Deb Kuntzi
Public Comment
Opening Items
A. Approval of the Written Agenda for July 22, 2020
Recommended Motion: Move to approve the written agenda for July 22, 2020.
Old Business
None
New Business
A. Determination of Landmark Application Completeness
Recommended Motion: Move whether or not to determine that the landmark
application received for the YMCA Building at 500 20th Street is complete.
B. Recommendation Regarding Landmark Application
Recommended Motion: Move whether or not to recommend that the landmark
application received for the YMCA Building at 500 20th Street be approved by the
Preservation Commission.
Other Business
Adjournment
Recommended Motion: Move to adjourn.

X
X
X

NOTE: This Legal Description dates from 1991 when it was completely changed, reflecting the
fact that a portion of the site at the back, adjacent to the alley, was sold. This came from the
County Recorder’s Office and, according to them, is the only legal definer of the property.
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YMCA
EARLY POSTCARD ( below)

MCLANE STAMP (right)
ELEVATION (below)
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SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANCE
The original YMCA Building, now Vinar Furniture, in Rock Island is worthy of landmark
designation based on four criteria in the Rock Island Preservation Ordinance.
Criteria 1: It has significant value as part of the historic, cultural, artistic, social, ethnic or
other heritage of the nation, state or community.
Built as a YMCA, the building is a visual representatoion of the “new” function and goals of
YMCAs, worldwide, nationally, and locally. It replaced an earlier building which was
inadequate for the changing athletic needs of the community and, over forty years ago,
recognized the need for “family” Ys.
Criteria 3: Representative of the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural and/or
landscape style inherently valuable for the study of a period, style, craftsmanship, method of
construction or use of indigenous materials and which retains a high degree of integrity.
The YMCA is both rare and an uncommonly good example of the Arts & Crafts/Craftsman
movement as interpreted in a “commercial” building in Rock Island..
Criteria 4: Notable work of a master builder, designer, architect, or artist.
The YMCA was designed by architect Cyrus D. McLane who designed many YMCAs
throughout the Midwest. In his 20 years in the QCA, first with Park Temple & McLane, he
designed significant buildings here, including several in Rock Island.
Criteria 5: Identifiable as an established and familiar visual feature in the community owing
to its unique location or physical characteristics.
This is an impressive corner and a gateway to downtown in one direction and a historic
residential district in the opposite, both when it was built and today. It is at the intersection
of two main streets, 20th Street and 5th Avenue, emphasizing the importance of both of these
streets, by a prominent original entrance.
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HISTORY
The Young Men’s Christian Association (YMCA)
in Rock Island was organized in 1884 and
incorporated 2 years later. The following year,
1887, a movement to build a structure was
organized. The cornerstone for a magnificent
Richardsonian Romanesque structure (right) on the
SW corner of 3rd Avenue & 19th Street was laid in
1890, now the site of Circa 21. The new building,
designed by Edward S. Hammatt, wasn’t dedicated
until 1894 and, by the time the mortgage was
retired in 1905 it was already on its way to being
obsolete, primarily because the gymnasium was
only one story and there was no swimming facility
or the ability to add one. The athletic and other
components of YMCAs had changed a great deal at
the turn of the 19th Century. (REFs 1 & 2)
That obsolescence was the impetus for this “new” YMCA
that opened in 1912 on the SW corner of 20th Street & 5th
Avenue. It was designed by architect Cyrus D. McLane, with
Olof Cervin listed as “consulting architect.” (REF 3) The
cornerstone laying was celebrated on December 8, 1912 and
by June 1913, exterior construction was listed as “nearly
complete” and the interior was making great progress with
rooms expected to be rented shortly. (REF 4)
Prior to construction, the 1906 Sanborn Fire Insurance map
(below right) shows that the site held homes and, on an
adjacent lot to the west (now part of the Y property (Kemble
School misspelled Kimball on the map). ( (REF 5) Of
course
these
homes were demolished for the new Y. A later
Sanborn map, updated to circa 1935 (below left),
shows that old Kemble school was gone. Note
the diagonal line in the center which indicates
that the left portion from the 1906 map has been
pasted-over with a blank sheet (REF 6) The
school had been purchased and razed in 1927 to
add to the YMCA property (REF 7)

The ca 1935 map (detail next page)
provides a great deal of information
about the building. It is noted as
being of fireproof construction with
reinforced concrete frame, floors,
and roof, as well as tile and brick
walls. It was clearly built to last! In
the 1957 Sanborn (next page), the
main change was the addition of
handball courts and three garages
added on the Kemble site. (REF 8)
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Left—detail of circa 1935 Sanborn Map

Below—1957 Sanborn Map with new Handball Court

The last Sanborn available, from 1969 (not shown), shows the footprint the same as it was in 1957.
(REF 9). Today, relatively little has changed on the exterior, especially on the main east and orth facades although the interior has sustained modification. Notably neither the gymnasium nor the handball
courts are recognizable as such inside.
The original blueprints (REF 10) show the
floor plan for each story of the building. As
well as utilities, the basement (right) held
locker rooms, a small handball court, swimming pool floor, kitchen, bowling alley,
classroom, and even a lounge, complete with
a fireplace. A basement level entry on the
north side led directly to a staircase and
small elevator or “lift.” The lift went to a
trunk room for luggage storage and the staircase was likely meant only for use of the
men who lived in rooms on the upper floors.
The first or main floor (left) had a large lobby,
offices, and two street entrances, one for men
on the east and one for boys on the north. This
floor held the entry to the gymnasium, as well
as a spectator gallery and entry for the swimming pool. There was a large dining room
near the boys’ entrance, and a reading room.
Flooring was square red quarry tile in the lobby and terrazzo in many other places.
The gymnasium extended to the third floor
(next page) with a circular running track, while
the swimming pool was capped at the second
story with a skylight. There were also classrooms and a trunk storage room on the third
floor (next page) as well as 20 small rooms
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that would be rented to long term or transient men. Some rooms had a capacity of two,
while most just held one man. Each room
had a tiny closet. That floor also held a
miniscule “ladies lounge” which may have
been intended for mothers who brought
their young son to the facility, since at that
time, women were not allowed. (Second
floor at left)

The third and fourth floors (right) were
completely dedicated to rooms, 37 of them.
Both the third and fourth stories had a large
shared toilet room with washbasins, but no
showers are apparent on the blueprint.
The YMCA continued in operation into the
mid 1970s. In 1972, it was decided to eliminate the “hotel,” as the headline referred to the dormitory
rooms. At that time, there were said to be 100 bedrooms, but only 36 were typically rented on any night
with 18 men living there longer than one year. The rooms were being phased out so that families and
individuals – including women – could be provided with improved social, physical, recreational and
educational programs. (REF 11)
This change was very successful – so much so that the membership increased from 425 in 1972 to 1200
at the end of 1974 (REF 12) and 1600 in 1976. (REF 13) This success led to the impetus to construct a
new larger YMCA and fundraising began in 1974. Then a fire struck the old building on January 26,
1976. The source of the fire, which damaged the first floor lobby and offices as well as the main floor
part of the gym, was never determined. Newspaper reports estimated the blaze did $50,000 damage but
there was no structural damage. However the upper floors had water and smoke damage, all of which
forced closure ahead of schedule. (REF 14)
The brand new building on 24th Street near Blackhawk Park, designed by architects Parkhurst, Appier,
and Marolf was already under construction but was not ready for occupancy until mid 1977. By the
end of that year, YMCA membership was over 6000. (REF 13)
But success was not to last. Despite grandiose plans, including purchasing the Rock Valley Racquet
club on the Rock River for a fitness center (REF 15), only a year and a half later, that project was unsuccessful and the racquet club was returned to the original owners (REF 16)
By 1989, membership had dropped to under 2000 and continued to drop. Meanwhile, the director was
convicted of “misappropriation of funds” and there were tax issues related to the non-profit status (or
lack thereof). (REFs 17, 18, April 18 1992 ) In 1990, the City of Rock Island purchased the new Y at a
total estimated cost of $850k for acquisition and expansion. (REF 19) The facility is now known as
RIFAC.
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In the meantime, the old Y was sold to an investment group in 1976 which immediately turned around
and sold it to U-Haul at a significant profit. U-Haul owned it for about 15 years primarily as a storage
facility. Interior modifications, including a large door and ramp into the gymnasium from the parking
parking lot, happened during their ownership and windows were changed and covered. When owned
by U-Haul the rear portion of the parking lot on the west side of the building was partitioned and sold in
1991. (REF 20)
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The following photos are from the Rock Island
Argus of November 20, 1913, on the occasion of the
grand opening on November 21 and show interior
photos. These interior photographs, are of poor
newsprint quality but are included here for
reference.
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DESCRIPTION
The exterior was initially deemed “plain but attractive,” with great praises reserved for its interior design. But a closer look at this four-story building that was designed to function as a physical, social,
civic, and educational center shows a structure that is anything but plain. Architect McLane combined
artistic style with extremely durable engineering design to create this fireproof building. (REF 7) The
main and highest part of the building is “L” shaped, facing on 20th Street and 5th Avenue. All four stories (plus basement) of the L shape are very similar in overall detailing, while the lower height gymnasium and handball courts at the rear (west) are plain brick with virtually no trim. (below 20th Street façade)
The main four story (plus basement) structure has a plain brick parapet wall– not very visible - at the
very top which is capped with what appears to be stone or tile, above a relatively small cornice, also of
stone. Beneath that, on the 20th Street façade (below), the windows are paired. Between the top window pairs, the walls hold highly ornamented panels composed of what appears to be stone and green
glazed tile within a pattern of brick. Such tiles are typical of designs in the Arts and Crafts style. The
windows on the lower stories follow that same pattern of windows as on the fourth floor but without the
intervening ornament.

The main walls are faced with textured deep red brick
with inch-wide mortar joints that add additional texture
by the incorporation of small pebbles in the mortar mix.
(right) ]
Brick walls are laid in a
modification of a Flemish
bond (left). Here rows of
stretcher bond bricks alternate with rows in a stretcher-header-stretcher pattern. Window and door
openings are ornate and emphasized, framed on the outside by rows of header bricks and, on the inside, parallel rows of stretcher bond (next page) .
Throughout the building, many windows have been covered within the original opening. Others have a single pane replacing the original double-hung
windows.
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When the windows are covered, it may mean the original
windows are still in place but since many are also covered on
the interior, there is no way of knowing how many originals
remain.
The exposed
basement
foundation (left) is
composed of large
stone blocks which
appear to be
Bedford tooled with fine horizontal grooves and topped
by a curved cornice which functions as a drip edge,. The
basement windows are in the same arrangement as on
upper stories.
The original main entrance on the east (right) is arched and
holds a non-original door. Diamond shaped inlays of the same
green-glazed tile surround this entrance arch, in a rich contrast
to the more restrained overall design. This is shown on the
original architectural drawings as well. (REF 17) This arch,
which is not typical of Arts and Crafts architecture, may pay
homage to the older Renaissance Revival building. There is an
early YMCA logo, an inverted triangle within a circle, all of
stone (detail below right), within the arch. (REF 21)

Exterior stone entry stairs are original
although light standards on pedestals
framing the steps are missing. Scars from
the missing lights remain on the pedestals.
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The north side (right) is nearly
identical to the east except that instead of paired windows, they follow an odd 1-1-2-1-2-1-2 rhythm.
The secondary, boys’ entrance
there, unused today, is also impressive (below). It is a wide rectangle
with three tile inlays above it. Exterior stairs, which appear to be
original, extend parallel to the
building.
All
of
the exterior decorative elements of the main building extend to the
south and west sides as well, ensuring that the plain untrimmed brick
used in the gym and handball areas would not be prominent from the
street.
The rear, west, side of the main ornamented building (two pictures below) are similar except there are just three openings per floor and the
upper window brickwork is not as ornamental. The top two floors have
two single windows with a central door that was fitted for a fire escape that no longer extends to the top.
The lower two floors have double-width window openings. The first floor has had a door added at the
far south that replaces a window. This
now serves as the main entrance to the furniture store.

(Two pictures below) The two story handball addition has windows openings only on the south façade, while the three story gymnasium has
small windows on all three stories above the basement level. These windows had no ornamental surrounds and all were double hung, with many now covered over. The west side of the gym has had a
large truck-size door inserted, with an interior ramp leading to the basement. (below) The handball
court is the lighter brick portion with a blank brick wall
on the west, while the gym is the windowed four levels
behind it toward the left.
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Around the corner, the south side of the main building, the westernmost part of the building’s wall
(three photos below), is nearly invisible from the street and is difficult to photograph because of the
proximity of the adjacent buildings on the alley. It is part of the gym, like the and handball court, it is
completely unornamented – no cornice, tile work or brick detailing around the windows. In contrast the
south side of the main “L” is like the rest of the main facades. Its basement also holds a ground level
door for access to the dormitory/hotel rooms
Left—Gym at left; main building at right.

Right—Gym at far left; main building at
right

Above—basement entry to stairway
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SIGNIFICANCE
Criteria 2: Significant Part of Heritage of Nation, State or Community
The history of the Rock Island YMCA closely parallels (displaced by decades because of the later
development of this area) the international YMCA movement and therefore is significant from a historical perspective as representing that evolution.
From our first building that was only used for about 15 years because of lack of swimming and appropriate gym facilities, to the evolution as a family oriented facility, the “new” YMCA is of local significance as it represents the entire YMCA history within our community. Although housing is no
longer offered here, that, too, is typical in this country, especially in smaller communities. Nationally
the Y does provide housing in larger cities, but usually in other buildings. The housing does not necessarily rely on single sex dorm rooms but often includes family spaces.
Information in the paragraphs below is based on https://www.ymca.net/history/ (REF 22)
The YMCA (Young Men’s Christian Association) movement began in London in 1844. It was originally meant as a Christian refuge focusing on bible study and prayer for young men. In the US, the
movement was led by a retired sea captain who became a missionary minister and established a “safe
home away from home” for sailors and merchants in 1851 in Boston. The first YMCAs with gymnasiums were built about 1870 for exercises, and a YMCA staffer coined the phrase “body building.”
In these early years, especially in large cities, YMCAs often had an ethnic focus, serving special racial or ethnic demographics including new immigrants, although racial discrimination was formally
outlawed in 1967. Housing needs of transient men who needed a safe wholesome place to sleep - marine workers, railroad workers, new immigrants, etc. - were filled by constructing the dormitory or
SRO rooms that YMCAs were noted for.
During the late 1800s, the focus expanded as YMCAs offered classes in vocational and higher education as well as athletic endeavors. In 1909, there was a campaign “to teach every man and boy in
North America” to swim. This clearly meant that swimming pools were needed in the buildings. The
ability to swim was seen as a confidence builder.
As the organization evolved in subsequent decades, it took on expanded responsibilities in all fields –
sports (both organized and individual), camping, education, and health. It also became more family
oriented, welcoming families including women. In 2010, the name was formally changed to the “Y”
as YMCAs were commonly called. This reflected that that Ys are no longer (and actually were not for
decades) a Christian-based organization, although it has been noted that the values promoted are
“christian with a small c.”

Criteria 4: Representative of an architectural and/or landscape type which exemplifies a period, style, craftsmanship, method of construction, or use of local materials and retains a high
degree of integrity
It is sometimes difficult to ascribe a single style to downtown area or public buildings, especially in a
community like Rock Island which does not have what are normally called skyscrapers. Strictly
speaking, the Commercial style refers to steel framed high rise buildings. Yet this YMCA (and others
designed by the same architect), are examples of the Commercial Style in a smaller community. It is
of solid masonry construction, typical of older buildings, and well suited to the functioning of a
YMCA.
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One characteristic of the Commercial high rise building which is also applicable to the Rock Island
YMCA is its comparison to a Greek or Roman column. Here we have a massive base – the stone basement; a capital – the top cornice and heavily ornamented fourth story; with a “shaft” between –the duplicate intermediate three stories. (REF 23)
From https://buffaloah.com/a/archsty/20/20.html (REF 24)
“In the early 1900s a new commercial style developed as a reaction to the ornate Victorian architectural
styles of the late nineteenth century. This style became popular because of its adaptability to a variety of
building type …………………
“The character of the Early Twentieth Century Commercial buildings is determined by the use of patterned masonry wall surfaces, shaped parapets at the roofline that were often uninterrupted by a project
cornice and large rectangular windows arranged in groups. The “Chicago window,” a three-part window with a wide, fixed central light flanked by two narrower double-hung sashes, is a common feature.
Identifying features of this style include a plain, flat appearance that is relieved by the use of panels of
brick laid in patterns and sparingly used inset accents of tile, concrete, limestone or terra cotta.”
Steel frame construction in skyscrapers permits many windows since masonry walls aren’t needed for
structural support. However as a lower building, the Rock Island YMCA was designed with multiple
and sizeable fenestration permitting plenty of interior light because the masonry only needed to support
the basement and four stories.
Commercial styles often borrow ornament from other more definable architectural eras, from Beaux Arts
to Victorian to Art Deco. In the YMCA, with the exception of the Richardsonian Romanesque main entrance, the ornament clearly is influenced by the Craftsman or Arts & Crafts movement. As such, it is
unique in our community.
Criteria 5: Notable work of a master builder, designer, architect, or artist
Although not as well-known as other local architects, primarily because he only spent about 20 years
here, Cyrus D. McLane was an architect who contributed to our community and to
the Midwest, especially as he designed YMCA buildings. Although Olof Cervin
was listed as “consulting architect” when the new building was announced (REF
3), there is no evidence, in the press or on signed drawings, that he had significant
involvement.
Cyrus Daniel McLane was born near Iowa City in 1866 and graduated from high
school in Allerton, IA. After this, he went to Kansas City where he apprenticed as
a carpenter specializing in carpentry and stair building. Six years later, in 1888,
he entered the University of Illinois where he graduated with a degree in architecture in 1892. After graduation, he remained at the U as a math instructor and Assistant Professor of Architecture. (REF 25 )
During his years at U of I, he worked with fellow classmate Park Burrows and
fellow professor Seth Temple He also may have met his future wife, Blanche
Cleland of Rock Island who had been an architecture student here but did not
graduate. (REFs 26, 27) In 1895, he began his association as a partner with Temple, Burrows and
McLane in Davenport, a firm that became prominent in this area. A year later, in 1896, he married
Blanche with Park Burrows as his best man. (REF 28) They would have three daughters. (REF 29)
While with Temple, Burrows & McLane, the firm designed many prominent buildings, mostly in Davenport, but including in Rock Island the home of Stuart and Grace Velie Harper (now First Lutheran Parish
House, 1600 20th Street) (REF 30) and the major remodel of the Robinson Building (SW corner of 18th
Street & 2nd Avenue) (REF 31)
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He would remain with Temple and Burrows until 1910 when he resigned to become Superintendent of
Construction for the Moline Plow Company. (REF 32) Soon thereafter, he opened his own firm called
McLane Engineering in Rock Island, first in the Safety Building and later in the Robinson Building.
One of McLane’s Rock Island commissions was the matron’s house for West End Settlement in 1915, a
Prairie Style dwelling. (REF 33)
McLane’s personal interest in YMCAs -- he was president of the Rock Island one for several years resulted in a familiarity with the programmatic needs of the organization. His architectural specialty
became YM and YWCAs and he garnered many similarly scaled commissions throughout the Midwest
– such places as Dubuque IA (REF 34); Galesburg IL (REF 35); Racine WI (REF 36); and Zanesville,
OH. (REF 37). The Racine building, announced in 1914, was reported to be his third one since the
Rock Island design, making ours one of his earliest YMCA commissions. (REF 38) He also designed
a Rock Island Fire Station, probably the former station on 7th Avenue and 31st Street, since it has similar
brick treatment around the main door (REF 34)
He moved to Chicago about 1919, but continued working throughout the Midwest, including a school
stadium and a theater in Dubuque. (Ref 38). Little is known about his work or affiliation (if any) in
Chicago although the 1920 Census shows him living on the north side not far from the lake. In 1930
and 1940, he and Blanche are in the Census records as living in Washington DC with their youngest
daughter. During those years, he listed his occupation as “Building Construction Supervisor.” (REF
29)
At the time of his death on November 27, 1945, he was living in Oak Park, IL. He is buried in Acacia
cemetery on the NW side of Chicago. (REF 39) Blanche would live until 1949, but no burial notice
was found. City Directories (REF 40) do not list either Blanche or Cyrus after the early 1940s and at
the last listing they were still in Washington DC. It is possible that he was travelling when he died in
Oak Park. Despite intensive newspaper searching, no obituary/biography has been found.

Criteria 6: Identifiable as a familiar visual feature in the community owing to its unique location
or physical characteristics.
Twentieth Street is one of the most prominent streets in Rock Island and historically even more so,
making this one of the most visible locations in the city. At the time this Y was built, 20th Street held a
park, Spencer Square; a huge train station, the CB&Q; and Immanuel Lutheran Church directly across
the street. The commercial portion of 20th Street segued easily into prime residential properties, including some of the earliest in Rock Island, from the Robinson House (now the playing field for the school
between 6th & 7th Avenues), to the historic homes in the 700-800 blocks of 20th Street. Mrs. Mary E.
Robinson, who donated $10,000 led the list of donors to the YMCA. Her funds enabled the construction of the Robinson Memorial Swimming Pool there. (REFs 41, 42)
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